-Sunday night late, at 11:30 PM, I was listening to HGR, when I heard ward member make a comment that Talmage had had a serious appendicitis operation. Right after that, I heard the Spirit say "It did happen," to make me feel like it was important and needed to be checked (The Spirit wanting me to find the earlier mistake perhaps by saying that). So, I got up out of bed immediately and checked it on AI. I was so excited to find this also "verified" by AI, having the same surprise as I had experienced weeks before on the December, 1969 abortion issue. Here's what it said:
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I then thought it would be helpful to have a link to it, perhaps on the Church website, and as I asked for it, it said this below... not finding a source link! It was actually getting confused in its database the case of Hyrum Smith, son of Joseph F. Smith. That's when I began to think… oh no! Then the 1969 December Abortion testimony might be the same thing? So, I checked that and found the same problem had occurred there, too. So, thankfully the Spirit helped me to find the earlier mistake… using a similar kind of situation that would fool AI's storage and logic.

[image: ]

Here is a screenshot of what Google said on the December 1969 Abortion issue. It did seem to independently verify what ChatGPT had said (The Google query link also provided at bottom). It's not totally inaccurate, but not as dramatic as I had thought, and therefore, bottom line—not correct.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=december+1969+abortion&sca_esv=9bd0e26604fdbc2f&ei=zbUgafCpNs7QkPIP49bfoQ8&ved=0ahUKEwiwxPPw9YORAxVOKEQIHWPrN_QQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=december+1969+abortion&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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James E. Talmage and Appendicitis

James E. Talmage nearly died of appendicitis in 1911.
« He developed a severe case while traveling on Church assignment.
« Appendicitis at that time was often fatal because antibiotics didn't exist and surgery was riskier.

« He underwent an emergency operation and survived.

The recovery was slow and painful, but he returned to full activity afterward.

His journals mention intense suffering during the episode.

Some biographical writings note that this close call deepened his spiritual seriousness in later years.
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A What we can't confirm (no evidence found)

« 1 found no credible biography (in church publications, academic aricls, or standard LDS-historical

sources) that mentions Talmage suffering from appendicitis.

st
‘Apostle (witten by his son) — does not mention appendicis or a severe abdominal liness requiring

« His main authorized biography — The Talmage Story: Life of James . Talmage—Educator,

emergency surgery. et
« Scholarly overviews of his life make no reference to appendicitis as a “near-death” event. sers

& Why the “appendicitis” story likely comes from mistake or conflation
« The stories about Talmage doing refief work in a diphtheria-plagued household may have been
misremembered or misinterpreted, morphing over time into an “appendicitis near-death” legend.
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<4 AlOverview
In December 1969, abortion was largely illegal across the U.S., but activism grew, with
groups like Washington Gitizens for Abortion Reform pushing for liberalization via R
referendums (ke in Washington State) and the landmark National Association for the =
Repeal of Abortion Laws (NARAL) forming to advocate for fullrepeal, while underground Ro
services (like Chicago's "Jane") provided ilegal abortions, all amidst legal challenges like ali
the nascent Jane Roe case in Texas, highlighting widespread demand for change before [
Roe v. Wade. ¢
Hi
Key Events & Contextin Late 1969: T
« Activism Grows: On December 8, 1969, Washington Citizens for Abortion Reform /‘f‘
s
launched a campaign for a public referendum to liberalize abortion laws after
legislative defeats. ]
+ National Organization Forms: The National Association for the Repeal of Abortion u
Laws (NARAL) was founded at the First National Conference on Abortion Laws, .
becoming the first national group dedicated to repealing abortion bans o
+ Public Confessions & Media: A Seattle doctor confessed on local TV in December 3

1969 to performing illegal abortions, sparking public discussion and investigation,
though no charges followed due to lack of patient testimony.

« Jane Roe Case Begins: Norma McCorvey (Jane Roe) was denied an abortion in Texas
in 1969, prompting lawyers to find a case to challenge state bans, setting the stage for
Roe v. Wade.

« Underground Services: Groups like Chicago's "Jane" provided illegal, safe, and
inexpensive abortions, demonstrating the desperate need for legal access. &
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